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The Biden-Harris Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Is
Building a New Foundation for Economic Growth

With the passage of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), the Biden-Harris administration is
investing in much-needed infrastructure projects across the country. Whether by making roads
safer, renovating bridges, or providing the funding security that allows communities to plan out
large projects, the BIL is building a new foundation for equitable economic growth across the
country.

Federal spending on capital for infrastructure projects was declining prior to the BIL

e Since the 1950s, public spending on transportation and water infrastructure rose steadily.
However, spending on these forms of infrastructure began to decline in the early 2000s.

e Seeing that communities across the United States were struggling to update their
infrastructure, Democrats worked throughout the Obama administration to implement
funding and pass legislation that would ignite long-term infrastructure investment, but often
faced Republican-led challenges to achieving that goal.

e Former President Trump repeatedly failed to deliver on his infrastructure plan. During the
Biden-Harris administration he attempted to block the bipartisan infrastructure deal.

e Despite this trend of Republican opposition, Democrats were able to pass the BIL with
votes from both parties. Within the $1.2 trillion in authorized funding for U.S.
infrastructure, the law includes:

o $110 billion to repair bridges and roads

o $65 billion for power infrastructure and deployment of clean energy technology
o $65 billion for enhancing access to high-speed internet

o $55 billion for clean drinking water infrastructure

Communities are getting the infrastructure investment they need

e BIL funding is going to states and communities that are most in need, as states with
infrastructure in the poorest condition have received over $1,000 more in funding per
person than states with infrastructure in better condition.

e Analysis from the Treasury Department shows that, following the BIL’s enactment, lower-
income states were just as likely to receive infrastructure funding as higher-income states.

o Thisis in contrast to an analysis of 2019 infrastructure investments, where
wealthier states had higher per-person spending on infrastructure.

e The Biden-Harris administration has also prioritized rural America for BIL investments. The
law has provided $50 billion towards investment in water and wastewater infrastructure for
rural areas along with $4.58 billion in Rural Area Formula Grants to 1,300 rural transit
systems.

U.S. Congress Joint Economic Committee | October 2024


https://oilcity.news/statewide/2024/09/05/wyoming-receives-2-8m-through-federal-bipartisan-infrastructure-law-for-safe-streets-and-roads-for-all-program/
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/services/files/160A336F-D88D-4C7B-BC3C-28F9BA8CC4B1
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2018-10/54539-Infrastructure.pdf
https://www.pewtrusts.org/en/research-and-analysis/articles/2023/02/03/state-and-local-governments-face-persistent-infrastructure-investment-challenges
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2013/02/20/fact-sheet-president-s-plan-make-america-magnet-jobs-investing-infrastru
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3064
https://garamendi.house.gov/press-release/garamendi-calls-long-term-transportation-solutions-votes-must-pass-short-term-stopgap
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/obama-budget-goes-big-on-infrastructure/
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/continuing-resolution-puts-transportation-funds-at-risk/
https://www.nbcnews.com/id/wbna45144389
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/house-passes-resolution-limiting-options-to-fix-the-highway-trust-fund-2/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/house-approves-highway-trust-fund-patch/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/22/us/politics/trump-infrastructure-week.html
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/07/28/infrastructure-deal-trump-501287
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/15/1055841358/biden-signs-1t-bipartisan-infrastructure-bill-into-law
https://www.npr.org/2021/11/15/1055841358/biden-signs-1t-bipartisan-infrastructure-bill-into-law#:~:text=The%20legislation%20signed%20into%20law%20Monday%20attracted%20support%20from%2019%20Senate%20Republicans%20and%2013%20House%20GOP%20members%2C%20despite%20strong%20opposition%20from%20Trump%20and%20some%20GOP%20leaders%20who%20linked%20it%20to%20a%20larger%2C%20partisan%20domestic%20spending%20package.
https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/legislative-mandates/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-bil-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-iija#:~:text=The%20Infrastructure%20Investment%20and%20Jobs,%22new%22%20investments%20and%20programs.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/11/06/fact-sheet-the-bipartisan-infrastructure-deal/
https://home.treasury.gov/news/featured-stories/infrastructure-investment-in-the-united-states#:~:text=Figure%205.%20States%20with%20the%20lowest%2Drated%20public%20infrastructure%20are%20receiving%20more%20BIL%20funding%20per%20capita%20than%20states%20with%20the%20highest%2Drated%20infrastructure.
https://home.treasury.gov/news/featured-stories/infrastructure-investment-in-the-united-states
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/11/09/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-celebrates-historic-progress-in-rebuilding-america-ahead-of-two-year-anniversary-of-bipartisan-infrastructure-law/

BIL Investments Are Reaching All Parts of the Country
BIL funding per capita as of August 2024, top 20 states
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Federal BIL investments are advancing significant infrastructure projects

The BIL is supporting large-scale projects across the country, with state and local governments
leveraging federal investments to help cover large upfront costs for infrastructure projects.

e In New Mexico, over $222 million from the BIL is expediting the construction of the Eastern
New Mexico Rural Water System, providing clean water to 70,000 people. This investment
builds on JEC Chairman Heinrich’'s work to protect New Mexicans’ access to clean water.

e The BIL invested $1.1 billion in the Raleigh to Richmond Innovating Rail Program to extend
the train line from Raleigh to Wake Forest, North Carolina and build related infrastructure.

e BIL investments are spread across Nevada, from a $25 million infusion to help connect U.S.
Highway 50 with I-80 for the Victory Project in Fernley, to up to $3 billion in funding for
the Brightline West High-Speed Rail Project, connecting Las Vegas to Southern California.

BIL investments are creating more well-paying American jobs

The BIL is investing in American workers by creating new jobs and supporting worker training.

e Moody’s Analytics estimated the BIL will create more than 800,000 jobs at peak impact.

e An estimated $490 billion of BIL authorized funding is available for workforce development
programs, including on-the-job training, apprenticeships, and technical education.

e Under the BIL, covered construction contracts must follow Davis-Bacon labor standards
and fair wage provisions, ensuring workers receive higher wages and labor protections.
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/invest/state-fact-sheets/
https://smartwatermagazine.com/news/bureau-reclamation/reclamation-joins-partners-break-ground-major-water-project-eastern-new
https://www.heinrich.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/heinrich-lujan-attend-groundbreaking-for-eastern-new-mexico-rural-water-project
https://www.newsweek.com/map-shows-upcoming-rail-megaprojects-america-travel-infrastructure-1911809
https://www.ncdot.gov/divisions/rail/s-line-projects/raleigh-richmond/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/North-Carolina-IIA-State-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Nevada-IIA-State-Fact-Sheet.pdf
https://www.nnbw.com/news/2022/aug/26/fernleys-victory-project-receives-25-million-grant/
https://www.gobrightline.com/press-room/2024/brightline-west-breaks-ground-on-americas-first-high-speed-rail-project-connecting-las-vegas-to-southern-california
https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/traffic/brightline-wests-3b-high-speed-rail-grant-signed-heavy-construction-to-begin-in-2025-3177566/
https://www.moodys.com/web/en/us/insights/resources/macroeconomic-consequences-of-the-infrastructure-investment-and-jobs-act-and-build-back-better-framework.pdf
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/how-state-and-local-leaders-can-harness-new-infrastructure-funding-to-build-a-stronger-more-inclusive-workforce/
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/government-contracts/protections-for-workers-in-construction

