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The American Dream on Hold
Economic Challenges in the African American Community

NATIONAL FACT SHEET

African Americans have made significant social and economic progress since the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. However, the black community continues to face enormous challenges. By
many of the most important measures of economic well-being, black Americans lag far behind white
Americans.

This fact sheet updates key facts from a recent report by the Joint Economic Committee Democrats.

Unemployment

At 9.2 percent, the current unemployment rate Black and White Employment Gap Persists
for black Americans is more than double the 18% -
4.4 percent rate for white Americans (see Figure).
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Poverty

More than one in four African Americans live in poverty (26.2 percent)—almost triple the rate for
whites (10.1 percent).

Education

Among 25- to 29-year-olds, whites are almost twice as likely as African Americans the same age to
have a 4-year college degree (41 percent vs. 21 percent).
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Black vs. White Unemployment
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics (updates next on November 6, 2015)

Notes: Grey areas represent periods of recession as determined by the National Bureau of Economic
Research; gaps denote the narrowest, widest and current differences in black and white
unemployment rates
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Differences in Unemployment by Race
12-month moving average, October 2014 to September 2015
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