Labor Force Participation Rate

Figure 1. Labor Force Participation Rates, 1984-2009
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey. Recessions as dated by the National Bureau of Economic Research are shaded gray.
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Payroll Employment (in thousands)

Figure 2. Non-Farm Payroll Employment, 1984-2009
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. Recessions as dated by the National Bureau of Economic Research are shaded gray.
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Figure 3. Share of Payroll Employment by Gender, 1984-2009
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics. Payroll employment refers to non-farm payrolls.
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Figure 4. Women at Work, 1984 and 2009

Of the 66 million working women in 2009...

26% of all working
women were part-time
in 2009.

Of the 46 million working women in 1984...

74% of all working
women were full-time
in 2009.

27% were part-time.

73% were full-time.

1984 2009

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey.
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Figure 5. Women's Share of Total Employment, by Industry, 1984 and 2009
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics.
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Figure 6. Educational Attainment, 1984-2009
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Figure 7. Union Affiliation, 1983-2008
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Median Usual Weekly Full-Time Wages, $2009
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Figure 8. The Earnings Gap, 1984-2009

Men's Weekly Wages (left axis)

1984 1989 1994 1999

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics.

Prepared by the Majority Staff of the Joint Economic Committee

2004

2009

60%
65%
(7]
]
o0
(]
=
v
c
[}
70%
[T
°
o
©
<
(7]
©
"
©
(7]
&
75% ©
=
v
c
o
€
o
=
80%
85%
August 2009



Figure 9. Wives' Earnings as a Share of Total Family Income, 1983-2008
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Figure 10. Average Annual Income Growth for Married Families, 1983-2008
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Families with wives in the paid
labor force saw their incomes
grow by 1.12% each year, on
average.

* Families stay-at-home wives
saw their incomes decrease by
0.22% each year, on average.

Source: Joint Economic Committee Majority Staff calculations based on the Current Population Survey.
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Number of Families (in thousands)

Figure 11. Families with Dependent Children Age 18 or Less, 1983-2008
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Figure 12. Female Heads of Household as Share of All Families with

Children, 1983-2008
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Figure 13. Mothers' Labor Force Participation Rates, 1984-2008
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Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey March Supplement.
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Figure 14. Employed Mothers with Children Under 18 Years Old, 2009

Married women, spouse
Married women, spouse out of the labor force (4%)
unemployed (4%)

Married women
in dual-earner
family (66%)
Female-headed
household (26%)

* 34% of working mothers
are their families' sole
breadwinner.

Source: Joint Economic Committee Majority Staff calculations based on unpublished data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey.
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Figure 15. Child Care Costs as a Share of Family Income, 2009
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